4:       THE LEADING IDEAS OF THE VEDANTA.        [CHAP. I.
happiness ill ct things earthly." In this state, his actions are egoistic
and selfish..
15. The Veddnta accordingly lays down rules for the social, moral,
and spiritual development of man, and inculcates the performance
of duties, by which, with enlightenment, he gradually surrenders his
lower self, and lives a larger and larger self, so as ultimately to take
within Ms Self all the oilier Selves, and leave none outside.
16. The duties which the Veddnta enjoins have reference to man's
relations to himself, to his kith and kin, to his community, to his
country, to the whole of mankind, nay to the entire animal, vegetable
and mineral kingdoms, as parts of one organism.
17. The Veddnta says that these duties must be performed as
duties—without attachment or hope of reward, their performance
must be thoroughly disinterested.
18. The Karma thus enjoined necessarily tends to the purification
of one's heart, th.e ennobling of one's character, the acquisition of
higher powers, by which, one is capable of realising that the indivi-
dual self is not merely related to Brahman, but is identical with
it.
19. True salvation consists in a complete realisation of this identity.
20. Until this highest state of spiritual perfection is attained, until
this sense of "I" and "Thou9', "mine" and "thine" has com-
pletely disappeared, man has no right to deny the reality of the universe.
Until then, he is bound to recognise th.e three-fold distinction, of God,
Man and the Universe, and to attend to his duties, social, political,
moral and religious. To him, the world is not till then illusory; nor
is the relation in which he stands to it, and all else in it an illusion.
It is only when the sense of individual and personal egohood
{Ahankritih srtfT^: ) has become completely extinct, and th.e great
truth. Tat-twam-asi (that thou art) fully realised by self-experience,
that the true character of the Supreme Self, the identity of th.e In-
dividual Self -with that Self, and the illusoriness of the world as a
self -subsisting externality become intelligible and acquire a meaning.
Many European thinkers consider this last position to be absolu-
tely inconceivable. KTo doubt, with ordinary humanity, it is
so; for, with. the egohood. such as we ordinarily have with. the

